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The Genius Neuroscientist Who Might Hold the Key to
True AI
Karl Friston’s free energy principle might be the most all-encompassing idea since Charles
Darwin’s theory of natural selection. But to understand it, you need to peer inside the mind of
Friston himself.
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The A.I. Issue

How to Teach Artificial Intelligence Some Common Sense

The DIY Tinkerers Harnessing the Power of AI

Fei-Fei Li's Quest to Make Machines Better for Humanity
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Get the Backchannel newsletter for the best features and investigations on WIRED.

https://www.wired.com/newsletter/?name=backchannel&sourceCode=CarveLeft1
https://twitter.com/farlkriston


19.06.2020 The Genius Neuroscientist Who Might Hold the Key to True AI | WIRED

https://www.wired.com/story/karl-friston-free-energy-principle-artificial-intelligence/ 7/20

https://twitter.com/farlkriston
https://www.wired.com/tag/artificial-intelligence/


19.06.2020 The Genius Neuroscientist Who Might Hold the Key to True AI | WIRED

https://www.wired.com/story/karl-friston-free-energy-principle-artificial-intelligence/ 8/20

Friston’s office. A friend describes him as “a Victorian gentleman, with Victorian manners and tastes.” 
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FRISTON ISN'T JUST
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The Markov blanket in Karl Friston’s office—“keeping your internal states warm since 1856.” 

EVEN FRISTON HAS
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A FEW YEARS
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The WIRED Guide to Artificial Intelligence

https://www.wired.com/story/guide-artificial-intelligence/?GuideCarveLeft


19.06.2020 The Genius Neuroscientist Who Might Hold the Key to True AI | WIRED

https://www.wired.com/story/karl-friston-free-energy-principle-artificial-intelligence/ 16/20

WHILE I  WAS

Related Stories

https://www.wired.com/story/the-physics-of-a-puzzling-perpetual-motion-machine


19.06.2020 The Genius Neuroscientist Who Might Hold the Key to True AI | WIRED

https://www.wired.com/story/karl-friston-free-energy-principle-artificial-intelligence/ 17/20

The Physics of a Puzzling Perpetual Motion Machine

Inside Deep Dreams: How Google Made Its Computers Go Crazy

In Defense of the Reality of Time

https://www.wired.com/story/the-physics-of-a-puzzling-perpetual-motion-machine
https://www.wired.com/2015/12/inside-deep-dreams-how-google-made-its-computers-go-crazy
https://www.wired.com/2017/05/defense-reality-time
https://www.wired.com/story/the-physics-of-a-puzzling-perpetual-motion-machine
https://www.wired.com/2015/12/inside-deep-dreams-how-google-made-its-computers-go-crazy
https://www.wired.com/2017/05/defense-reality-time


19.06.2020 The Genius Neuroscientist Who Might Hold the Key to True AI | WIRED

https://www.wired.com/story/karl-friston-free-energy-principle-artificial-intelligence/ 18/20

https://twitter.com/shaunraviv
https://subscribe.wired.com/subscribe/splits/wired/WIR_Edit_Hardcoded?source=ArticleEnd_CMlink
https://app.adjust.com/v2yxerb
mailto:mail@wired.com

